
vV{{{ V{{{ V{{{

Wildlife 
Road Safety



Preparation

Traffic Injury Research Foundation | Canada’s Road Safety Research Institute (tirf.ca)

Did you know the highest risk period for wildlife-vehicle 
collisions is October through January?  

Before hitting the road it’s important to be prepared 
with the right information should you encounter wildlife. 

https://tirf.ca/


Accident 
Prevention

https://wildliferoadsharing.tirf.ca/road-safety-and-wildlife
/road-safety/ 

▪ Wildlife are most active during early morning and dark 
hours, try to restrict driving to the daytime. 

▪ Watch for sudden spots of light on the road or in the 
ditch, this may be your car’s headlight reflection in an 
animal’s eye. 

▪ No matter where you are driving be vigilant and 
actively scan at all times. 

▪ If an animal crosses your path, brake firmly and don’t 
swerve out of your lane as you may cause a collision 
with another vehicle. 

▪ If you see one animal on the road, there is a good 
chance there are more behind them as wildlife tend to 
travel in groups. Slow down and honk the horn a 
couple times before proceeding to ensure there aren’t 
others. 

https://wildliferoadsharing.tirf.ca/road-safety-and-wildlife/road-safety/
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Types of wildlife

In Alberta, the most common wildlife you will encounter on the 
road is moose, deer, and elk, however not all of them warrant 
the same reaction.

Deer: 80% of wildlife collisions are with a deer. If you 
encounter a deer, do not swerve. Steer towards the deer, take 
your foot off the gas, reduce speed, and stay calm and in 
control of your vehicle. 

Moose/elk: Moose  and elk are harder to detect in the dark. 
Due to the large size of the animal, it is best to aim for the 
rear-end to limit exposure to your vehicle, in this case 
swerving slightly can be required. 

Herd or pack: Do not swerve! Wait for the herd to cross and 
do not attempt to go between them. Be prepared for animals 
to turn around especially if other traffic is present. 

https://wildliferoadsharing.tirf.ca/road-safety-and-wildlife/road-safety/
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What to do after 
a collision

If you are involved in a wildlife-vehicle collision, follow these steps to 
ensure your and other’s safety:

1. Pull your vehicle over if able to. Turn on your hazard lights and 
aim your headlights towards the animal, if possible. 

2. Check yourself and passengers for injuries. Grab the blankets 
and first aid kit. Call 911 if there are serious injuries. 

3. Do not drive away. Your vehicle could have damage affecting its 
performance. 

4. Set out your triangle reflectors or cones. This will alert others on 
the road. 

5. Do not approach the animal. If it’s alive and wounded, it could 
harm you. 

6. Call local fish and wildlife if the animal is alert. To have roadkill 
removed in Alberta, call 310-0000. 

7. When it is safe to do so call your insurance. If your vehicle has 
damage, it’s a good idea to know your coverage beforehand. 

https://wildliferoadsharing.tirf.ca/road-safety-and-wildlife/road-safety/


https://wildliferoadsharing.tirf.ca/road-safety-and-wildlife/road-safety/ 

Reminders

▪ At night, reduce bright lights inside your vehicle so you are 
better able to see through the darkness. 

▪ Slow down on roads marked with wildlife signs, they are 
there for a reason as sight lines from headlights don’t 
typically illuminate far enough for an adequate driver 
response. 

▪ Diamond-shaped yellow signs represent wildlife crossing 
areas. 

▪ Think about how to respond to situations and review 
information for what to do based on that type of wildlife. 
Mentally practice how you will respond to a situation; you 
may only have a split second to respond. 

https://wildliferoadsharing.tirf.ca/road-safety-and-wildlife/road-safety/


Please Take the Pledge to do all 
that you can do to keep our 
highways safer for you and all 
that travel on them. 

Take the Pledge

https://saferalbertaroads.ca/pledge


Drive Safe
More road safety tips can be found on 

saferalbertaroads.ca 


